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ts Life insurance policies for you, your spouse, and your children

Wills for both spouses

Living trusts for both spouses

Trusts for both spouses and children

Powers of attorney for both spouses

Gathering documents is a very important step in the divorce
process. If you are even thinking about separating, you should start
gathering and copying the following documents as they pertain to
your situation. These documents are crucial to your lawyer's
evaluation of your case and can help you understand your options. 
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Your Federal and State tax returns for the last 5 years, including all
attachments

Business tax returns if you and/or your spouse own a business 

Proof of income for both spouses (W-2s and 1099s, pay stubs, bank
statements with direct deposit, etc.)

Statements showing the exercise and sale of stock options by you and/or
your spouse

Employment contracts for both spouses 

Benefit statements for both spouses, including cost of insurance for
children 
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Current mortgage statements for all homes owned, including equity lines

Property tax statements for all property owned

Loan applications (including car loans, refinances, home improvement
loans, etc.)

Copies of deeds to all real estate properties

Appraisals for any property owned, such as real estate, vehicles, jewelry,
equipment, artwork, etc.

List of major personal property (anything of significant value such as,
jewelry, artwork, equipment, furnishings, high-end clothing, etc.)

List of assets and debts each spouse owned prior to marriage. It is
important to distinguish separate property from marital property.

Current account statements for children, including college savings
accounts (529s)
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ts Current bank statements for all banking accounts

Current statements for all investments accounts

Trust account statements

Current statements for stock accounts, stock options, and RSUs

Current 401(k) statements/retirement account statements (for example:
IRA)

Current pension statements
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Current credit card statements for all credit cards

Documentation of inheritance received by either you or your spouse

Current statements for any other debts

Monthly budgets

Documentation of work-related childcare expenses

Documentation of tutoring, therapy or other expenses for your children

We find that one spouse often gets angry when separation is
discussed and starts hiding or destroying documents. It is
always better to plan for a separation and start gathering
these documents while you still can, and give them to your
attorney for safe keeping.

919-446-3503CALL OR E-MAIL US WITH 
YOUR QUESTIONS TODAY! info@trianglesmartdivorce.com

The contents of the guide relate only to North Carolina Law and have been prepared for informational purposes only. Triangle Smart Divorce does not
represent you based upon your use of this guide. The materials included in this guide are not intended as legal advice. You should not act upon information
contained in this guide without professional legal advice and a thorough review of your circumstances. Any testimonials contained herein are not intended to
demonstrate a guarantee of outcome or result; actual results carry depending on the circumstances of each case. Do not send us information until you
speak to one of our team members and get authorization to send that information to us. The content of any e-mail sent to Triangle Smart Divorce will not
create an attorney-client relationship.


